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SUBJECT: FOOD SUPPLIES IN MINSK AND MOLODECHNO, APRIL 14 

SUMMARY: MEAT AND SAUSAGE WERE IN SHORT SUPPLY IN THE 
BELORUSSIAN CITIES OF MINSK AND MOLODECHNO APRIL 14 WHEN 
EMBASY OFFICERS VISITED, BUT OTHER SUPPLIES APPEARED TO BE 
ADEQUATE. END SUMMARY 

1 . MINSK'S LARGE KOMAROVSKIY MARKET WAS SURVEYED AT 0900. 

LIMITED SUPPLIES OF PORK WERE AVAILABLE, AT R3.50/KILO. PORK 
FAT SOLD FOR R3, PORK SCRAPING FOR 50 KOPECKS/KILO. WHILE 
CROWDS WERE NOT LARGE, THE SUPPLY WAS CLEARLY INADEQUATE. ONE 
WOMAN SEEKING TO BUY SOME PORK WAS TOLD IT HAD BEEN 

ALREADY SOLD TO SOMEONE ELSE "WHO HAD WAITED THREE HOURS"' FOR IT. 
NO SAUSAGE OR OTHER MEAT IN THE MARKET. ONE FOOD STORE DOWNTWON 
HAD SOME SAUSAGE, BUT A LARGER STORE ON VICTORY SQUARE, SURVEYED 
AT 1430, HAD NO MEAT AT ALL. ONLY SMALL, FROZEN FISH WERE AVAIL- 
ABLE. AT PRICES FROM R1.20 TO 50 K. PER KILO. AT 
THE CENTRAL FOOD STORE IN MOLEDECHNO AT 1800, THE SAME 
ASSORTMENT OF FISH WAS FOR SALE, BUT NO MEAT. 

2. AN ELDERLY MAN ON THE TRAIN TO MOLDECHNO TOLD US 

LAST WINTER (1975-76) THE MEAT SITUATION HAD BEEN SO BAD THAT 
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DRIED FISH GOOD FOR SOUP (AS MEAT SUBSTITUTE) HAD SOLD 
IN MINSK FOR AS MUCH AS R45 PER KILO. THIS YEAR, HE 
SAID, A SEVERE EARLY AUTUMN FROST HAD SEVERELY HURT THE 
POTATO, CARROT AND APPLE CROPS. OUR SURVEY CONFIRMED 
HIS OBSERVATION: ALTHOUGH SOME PEOPLE HAD FOUND DECENT- 
LOOKING POTATOES SOMEWHERE, MINSK'S MARKET HAD ONLY 
OLD ONE FOR 25 K/KILO (AND NO TAKERS),AND THE FOOD 
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STORES NONE. LIMITED SUPPLIES OF CARROTS SOLD AT THE 
MARKET FOR 80 K/KILO; WORMY, SOFT APPLES RANGED IN 
PRICE FROM 75 K/KILO TO R2. LEMONS (.50 APIECE) AND 
LETTUE (Rl/KILO) WERE AVAILABLE IN GOOD SUPPLY AT 
THE MARKET. BUTTER IN MINSK SOLD FOR R 3.40/KILO, BUT 
OUR ACQUAINTANCE ON THE TRAIN SAID IN MANY VILLAGES 
"YOU CAN'T EVEN BUY MARGARINE." EGGS SOLD FOR 95K 
FOR TEN. CABBAGE R2/KILO, ONIONS FROM 50 K TO R4/KILO, 

DEPENDING ON SIZE AND AGE. 

3. THE CENTRAL FOOD STORE IN MOLODECHNO (50 KM NW FROM MINSK) 
APPEARED TO HAVE ABOUT THE SAME SELECTION AND QUANTITY 
OF FOOD -BOTH FRESH AND CANNED-AS THE FOOD STORES 
IN MINSK, BUT WE SAW NO INDICATION FRESH MEAT WAS FOR 
SALE. MINSK RESTAURANTS ALL HAD WHITE BREAD AS WELL 
AS DARK; IN MOLODECHNO THE MAIN RESTURANT HAD ONLY 
BEIGE AND DARK. 
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